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                                                                      Director’s Corner 
 

As the holiday season approaches memories 

and traditions are celebrated.  Our family, the 

same as yours, has a mixture of traditions and 

memories.  A tradition that was not only for our 

family, but the community was Santa Coming to Town.  Back in the 40’s my grandpar-

ents, Vern & Ethel Bowman, and parents, Floyd & Marjorie Busz, worked together to 

bring Santa to our little neighborhood.  Grandma and Mom made a Santa Suit and a 

cloth bag to carry treats for all of our neighborhood children.  A few days before 

Christmas individual treat bags which consisted of an orange, shell peanuts and hard 

candy was packed into these bags.  On Christmas eve Santa made his way on foot  

visiting and distributing the bags to our neighborhood children.  As time went on word spread of Santa visiting 

our neighborhood. Other families in the community contract our family and requested a visit from Santa for 

their children. Santa’s visit became so popular that our family was unable to afford providing the treat bags. So,  

in about 1946 the Dundee Volunteer Fire Department agreed to oversee Santa’s visits to Dundee. 

 One of my memories of Santa’s visit happened when I was about five years old and my sister Charlotte 

about four.  The day of Santa’s visit we had a large snow fall and it made travel difficult, but it did not stop San-

ta!  After leaving our home Santa made his way across the street to visit our neighbor. As Charlotte and I 

watched Santa make his way across the street he suddenly disappeared.  In panic we called to Grandma and 

Mom to help Santa.  He missed stepped and fell into the ditch full of snow.  I will never forget with the snow 

falling they rushed out and help Santa out of the ditch, brushed him off and sent him on his way to bring cheer 

to all of our other neighborhood children. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each of you and your families!! 
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Shirley Massingill 

        

 

A big thank you to  Marta Lynn Schultz , daughter of Richard 

Kurt & Jeannie Schultz, who made a special trip from Califor-

nia to Dundee to bring the family photographs and genealogy 

treasures back to Dundee.   Marla said she wanted to find a 

home for the collection and thought there was no better 

place to put it than back in Dundee at the Old Mill Museum 

where it could  be used by the public and family members. 

There are still a lot of Schultz in the Dundee area with ties to 

this family.  So if you have Schultz in your family line and are 

doing your genealogy you just might want to look at this  col-

lection, so come visit the archives at the Old Mill Museum. 

There is also a spiral bound book.  The Schultz Family De-

scendants of Joachim Schultz and his wife Magdalene Boldt.  

(Includes Cook, Hiser, Jasper, Peters, Wittkop, Winkelman and 

other families.)  Compiled by Louis William Hagen, M.S. and 

Arnold Christian Schultz, B.D.  Published Sacramento, Califor-

nia 1969. 

Christian Schultz son of Joachim and Magdalene or Helena 

(Boldt) Schultz .  He married Sophia Menzel at St. John’s Lu-

theran Church in Dundee in the year 1863.  In 1868 he applied 

for United States citizenship renounced all allegiance to the 

King of Prussia.  He and Sophia settled into a 24x36’ log cabin 

that Christian had built at 14200 Dunbar Road.  They had six 

children that were born there.  Below is picture of the cabin 

and the homestead. 
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Schultz Family, a new collection in the Museum Archives 

Original Genealogy compiled                 

by Louis William Hagan and Arnold 

Christion Schultz.                                           

Photo book compiled by Marta Schultz. 

Random page from the above book. Homestead still at 14200 West Dunbar.   
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From the Archives…..             Christmas Trees  past 

This picture of the Christmas tree on the Triangle 

is from  around 1910.   The Christmas tree is tied 

to the flag pole.  The flag pole was installed in 

1910.  The Cannon was installed in 1909.  Horse 

and wagon are still the mode of transportation.  

You can see the false fronts on some of the 

stores. All the wooden buildings were gone by 

1980.   Below is picture of someone's tree deco-

rated in the year 1912.  Most all of the tree is dec-

orated with home made items and lead tinsel as 

was the custom, also at the bottom of the tree 

you can see popcorn balls and tea and cookies left 

for Santa.  These treats were also given to guest 

who stopped by during the Christmas Holiday. 

Christmas Tree on the Triangle ca. 1910 

Researcher Grace Hudson 

This Christmas tree is very vivid in my memory as my family had a 

Christmas tree like this.  Ours was a little taller and had a few 

more branches but it still was a scrawny Christmas tree.  We had 

this tree during the years 1942 and 1943. 

Merry Christmas 

from the                

Old Mill Museum 

2022 

 
Picture from the 

Earl Stowell     

estate. 

Christmas tree on the Triangle December 2017 
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Annual Christmas Workshop                               

with Mrs. Claus  & Santa’s Elves                                                                     

December 11, 2022                  

Doors open at 12:00               

lunch at 12:30 

Eat lunch and frost your own 

cookie for dessert.                                   

Have your picture taken with  

Mrs. Claus and listen to a story.   

Make a fun craft to take home 

with you.            

 Kids Free Adults $5.00 

Reservations Required                    

Call the Museum 

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                             

Old Mill Museum                                                                                                              

Historical Preservation Society of Dundee, MI                                                                                

242 Toledo Street Dundee, MI 48131                                                                                           

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                             

Hours: Fri- Sat- Sun - Mon- Noon - 4:00 PM                                                                                      

E-mail: museum@dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                               

Web Site: www.dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                              

Web Master: Douglas Steinman  

  Newsletter Editor: Grace Hudson                                                                                              

e-mail: archives@dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                             

Director: Shirley Massingill                                                                                                 

President: Trula Dettloff                                                                                                   

Always check our web site for updated information. 
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Christmas Home Tour    

December 4,2022                 

 Start your tour at the Old Mill with holiday treats and 

beverages between 4:30- 5:30 pm.                                            

Pick up your house tour map and begin your tour of 

houses whenever you wish.   House tour time begins at 

5:00 pm and ends at 8:00 pm.                                               

There will be 6 homes and two churches                                                                                                                  

Tickets are adult $10.00 per person. children under 12, 

$5.00 per  For tickets call the Museum 

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                                                                                                               

Docents                                                                                                                      

Jane Beaubien, Helen Busz, Trula Dettloff, Michael McClendon  

Trustee: Cinnie Burnet                                                                                              

Trustee: Marilyn Larson                                                                                           

Trustee: Barbara Roe                     

Trustee: Doug  Steinman                                                                                             

Curator: Randi Kominek                  

Accessions: Barbara Roe 

Vice President: Helen Busz                                                                                           

Secretary:  Diane Steinman                                                                                             

Treasure: Teresa Marino                     

Archivist: Grace Hudson                         

Assistant: Barbara Roe                                     

Archive Librarian: Danny Botkin  


