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The Independent Aug 1, 2020 

The Independent August 5, 2004 

Meg Heinlen, who has been on board at the Old Mill since it’s conception in 1985, has been 

honored by the Monroe County Museum System.  Meg was presented with the “Spirt of       

Service Award” at a public event at the Territorial Park on North 

Custer Road in Monroe Michigan, on September 7th.                      

She is receiving the award for the year 2020 which was delayed 

due to Covid 19 Pandemic.  The award is presented to an individual 

who has made a lasting contribution or impact on the history and 

community of Monroe County.  Meg was not able to accept her 

award as she moved out of state after the death of her husband, 

Douglas Heinlen to be near her children and grandchildren. Her 

award was accepted on her behalf by Barbara Roe from the Old 

Mill Museum.                                                                                                       

The Old Mill Museum recognized her efforts several years ago by naming  “The Dorothy 

Heinlen Time Line Room” in her honor.   Meg Heinlen has left a legacy at the mill for all 

the time and effort that she has put in over the many years of service helping to restore 

the old mill and for writing many grants to acquire money to help with the renovation of 

it.   She has served as president, vice president and secretary over the years. On several occasions she has contrib-

uted articles for the Grist Grinder.  She co-wrote a book with Martha Churchill, of Milan Michigan on the history of 

Dundee that was published by Arcadia Publishing Company.  The book is available at the mill.  Congratulations 

Meg Heinlen from the Historical Preservation Society of Dundee, Michigan. 

Meg Heinlen 

Dorothy “Meg” Heinlen receives Monroe County Museum Award 

 Visit The Old Mill           

Food Booth                     

Pumpkin Palooza      

Saturday October 1st  

Vendor/Craft Show 

starting at 9am.   
Grace Hudson 2022 
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Growing up in the country families didn’t have many social gatherings with neighbors espe-

cially for lady farm wives.  The ladies living in the Northwest area of Dundee Township 

formed the Sunbeam Club.  Names that I recall attending the club were: Schalers, Loss, 

Dean, Ciley, Jaworski, Schultz, Miller, Linnenkugel, Morse, Slayton and Sontag.  The 

club met every 2 weeks year-round.  They started each meeting with a bible verse, a 

couple of church hymns and special readings given by members. 

Games were played with first, second and booby prize given.  Prizes were a box of candy a 

pretty dish or a hankie.  The hostess served a light lunch followed by socializing.   Every year a club picnic was held 

for everyone’s family as a potluck.  What I remember the most was the large crock of home made lemonade.  

As fall approaches Halloween was a fun time of year for us farm kids.  We would 

make our own costumes out of  anything we found around our homes.  Sheets for 

ghost, old farm clothes to look like scarecrows, or dressed as old men or women.  

Soon my mom would load my three brothers and myself in the car to drive the 

countryside in our neighborhood.  The treats we got were amazing.  Homemade 

popcorn balls, caramel corn, caramel apples, large candy bars and homemade 

fudge.  The neighbors had fun guessing which family 

we belonged too and sometimes we were given a treat of homemade apple cider and 

fresh popcorn. 

Country Memories                             By Marilyn Larson 

Oak Grove Cemetery 

Oak Grove cemetery was first known as Oakwood Cemetery.   It is located on Dixon & Summerfield road two 

miles south of the Village of Dundee, Michigan  The cemetery is 125 years old.  It was donated by John H. King in 

1827.   The oldest date we have found is 1831;  Walter Comstock, but we don’t think he is the oldest or first one 

to be buried here.  He is in, Section A lot 122 Row 19.     A lot of the grave markers are unreadable. There are 

1,823 total known burials in the cemetery, there are also 173 unmarked graves, and perhaps a lot more we don’t 

know about.  There are 1650 burials with markers.                                                                                                                  

Veteran: 153 known veteran burials, with all branches of service represented.                                                                             

1 Revolutionary War Veteran, Samuel Stone                                                                                                                                      

1 Spanish American War Veteran, David Arthur                                                                                                                              

1 Mexican War Veteran, Edwin F. Mills                                                              

16 War of 1812 Veterans                                                                                      

88 Civil War Veterans                                                                                                            

Civil War Medal of Honor; Alonzo Curtis                                                                                   

7 WWI Veterans                                                                                                                         

26 WWII Veterans                                                                                                                   

4 Vietnam War Veterans 

Thank you for your service. 
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Sometime before Sept 8, music and dancing will be as familiar a trade mark of the Triangle 

Tavern at 129 Riley St., Dundee, as it is to TV’s Saturday night Lawrence Welk dancing party.  

Frank Matyas, proprietor of the tavern, has long dreamed of reviving the popularity of ball-

room dancing locally. Frank from the time he was a kid at North Baltimore, O., has been a 

fan of the big band sound that got its early start in the ‘20s and ‘30s.  In his high school days 

at Van Buren, O., his favorite band was Glenn Gray, then through the ‘30s and early ‘40s it 

was another Glenn, Glenn Miller, then Sammy Kay and Harry James.  We used to drive for 

miles back in Ohio, just to catch a big name band at its one-night stands, is the way Frank tells it.  People 

today are too wrapped up in worries and everyday cares. Frank believes, to let themselves go back to 

the happy carefree days of the past. However, Frank is out to do what he can to bring back the “happy 

days are here again feeling.”  Dundee long needing increased recreational facilities is going to have its 

own Tarragona Ballroom, Birdland and Roosevelt Grill all wrapped into one because of a 220 sq. ft. 

dance floor, Frank has installed at the Triangle Tavern. Having obtained a state dance permit Aug. 20, 

he plans to hold a grand opening sometime before the Sept. 8 date to introduce he [sic] public to con-

genial surroundings amidst the big band sound.  The late famed Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey will be 

there, on records; Helen O’Connell, just as she sang with Ray Eberly and the gang will be there, to say 

nothing of Freddie Martin, Satchmo – for the Jazz crowd – and other great stars of the big band era.  Eve-

ry Sunday afternoon a “live” three-piece orchestra will play the great pop tunes of the past and the hits 

of the day.  After four years in the tavern business – all at the Triangle here in Dundee – Frank is figura-

tively and literally keeping step 

with changing times. But dance 

music and dancing is something 

people never quite shake off, he 

explains.  Before coming to Dun-

dee at the time he bought the 

Triangle from its previous own-

er, Frank Govare, Frank lived in 

Milan for 12 years. During those 

years he worked for the Kaiser 

Frazer Corp. and Ford Motor Co. 

He also owned his own restau-

rant at Milan for a time.  Frank 

and his three daughters, Shirley, 

18, Helen, 15, and Kay, 13, live 

above his tavern at the Riley St. 

address.  No the sidewalks 

“aren’t rolled up early at Dun-

dee” least of all with the big band 

sound coming. Profile of some-

thing new in an ever changing 

village.                                                        

Dundee Reporter, Aug 29, 1957.        

Big Band Sound At New Dance Floor 

Street scene.  Triangle Traven on Riley Street 

129 Riley Street    

Now Swan Creek  

Candle Co.  Closed. 

Researcher 

Barbara Roe 
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Annual Christmas Workshop                               

with Mrs. Claus  December 11, 2022 

Eat lunch and frost your own cookie 

for dessert. Have your picture tak-

en with  Mrs. Claus and listen to a    

story.  Make fun crafts with              

Santa’s Elves. 

Halloween                        

Trick or Treat                   

IS Sunday                                

October 30, 2022 

Candlelight  Home Tour  

December 4, 2022 

November 12, 2022   
Para Fest    

   

Old Mill Museum                                                                                                              

Historical Preservation Society of Dundee, MI                                                                                

242 Toledo Street Dundee, MI 48131                                                                                           

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                             

Hours: Fri- Sat- Sun - Mon- Noon - 4:00 PM                                                                                      

E-mail: museum@dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                               

Web Site: www.dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                              

Web Master: Douglas Steinman  

  Newsletter Editor: Grace Hudson                                                                                              

e-mail: archives@dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                             

Director: Shirley Massingill                                                                                                 

President: Trula Dettloff                                                                                                   

Vice President: Helen Busz                                                                                           

Secretary:  Diane Steinman                                                                                             

Treasure: Teresa Marino                     

Archivist: Grace Hudson                         

Assistant: Barb Roe                                     

Assistant: Danny Botkin  

Trustee: Cinnie Burnet                                                                                              

Trustee: Marilyn Larson                                                                                           

Trustee: Barbara Roe        

Trustee: Doug  Steinman                                                                                             

Curator: Randi Kominek       

Accessions: Barbara Roe 

Docents                                                                                                                      

Jane Beaubien, Helen Busz, Trula Dettloff, Michael McClendon  

Always check our web site for updated information. 
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