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   Director’s Corner 

 

Summertime in Dundee has been a time of relaxation and 

fun for the area residents, families and friends.   Everyone 

has always been eager to participate or be a spectator in 

the many parades, festivals and fairs through the years. 

Traveling shows would come to town , there would  be 

picnics, races  and all types of get togethers. Dundee has been a big parade community through the years 

hosting various individual organization,  Temperance, Civil War Assistance, Memorial, 4th of July, and Labor Day  

parades, to just name a few.  We can not forget the festival starting with the Dundee Carnival in the 1900s, 

Dundee Homecomings, 4th of July, Old Mill Museum County Craft Shows, Arts & Craft Shows, to the present 

Mayfly Music Festival, Celebrate Dundee and the Pumpkin Palooza. 

 Many are unaware that the Monroe County Fair was held in Dundee.  For a number of years this was the 

only fair in the county.  In around 1890, a group of local businessmen decided to organize a fair in Dundee.  

Land was acquired at the end of Rawson Street and buildings were erected for the purpose of displaying wom-

en’s handiwork, livestock, and poultry.  A half-mile track was constructed along with a large grandstand and 

judges stand. Barns were also built to accommodate the pacers and trotters. The fair was usually held the latter 

part of September and admission to the fairgrounds was 50 cents.  There were rides to enjoy, food tents, side-

shows and booths to test one’s skills at winning a prize.  Ribbons were awarded to women having the best 

jams, jellies, cakes, fancy work, etc.   The big event, however, was the horseraces held each afternoon at 1:00 

pm. Sometime around 1910, the Dundee Fair was discontinued, the name of the grounds was changed to the 

Dundee Racing Club, and horse races were only held on Sundays.  The outline of the race track is still visible 

from an airplane. 

 If you would like to learn more about Dundee’s interesting and varied 

summer events stop into the museum and visit the archives where you will find 

some fascinating history about the Dundee area. 
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Nu-Way Strech Suspender Factory……………. From the Archives        

Ollie E. Mott and Wade H. Waring were in the clothing business in Dundee for many years.  Mott 

also started Nu-Way Stretch manufacturing company.  In 1914 he acquired the rights to manu-

facture a new-fangled phosphor bronze spring suspender.  He operated his suspender factory in 

a cement block building on Ypsilanti street. It was the former DeVilbus Plier Company building 

where pliers were manufactured. After a time he moved operation to the second floor of the Ho-

tel Pocklington where he continued his suspender operation until 1917 when he moved his sus-

pender company to Adrian Michigan.  In addition to moving to a new town, Mr. Mott took on a 

new name for his business. He wanted to emphasize how his suspenders stretched but he also 

wanted to protect the name of his company. If he used the word stretch he could not copywrite 

it in a trademark because you could not protect ordinary words. So he dropped the second “T” and invented the 

word Strech and he called his company the Nu-Way Strech suspender company.  Mott also realized that is was 

dangerous to concentrate on just one product, so in 1920 they began to make belts.  In 1926 Ollie and his brother 

Judson (Co partners now) bought a large interest in a Chicago neckware company. They soon closed the Chicago 

plant and moved production to the Adrian factory.  Within a year sales were up 400% over the previous com-

bined sales of both firms. Nu-Way had to expand it’s operation three times during the year to keep production in 

line with orders. They had 35 men and women in the neck tie department by the end of 1927. In 1933 Nu-Way 

grew a lot. There were 130 employees at the plant now cutting, sewing and boxing up ties and suspenders.  Dur-

ing WW II in 1941 Nu-Way landed its first government contract 75,000 neck ties for the army. Then in November 

another 250,000 cotton khaki neck ties for the army.  In 1942 another 325,000.  The factory ran up against an ob-

stacle, a shortage of workers. By mid 1943 they had to reject army contracts. It simply could not find skilled work-

ers. A firm that employed 100 people during  the depression was down to 50 in the middle of the war.  After the 

war they went back to making neck ties and suspenders.  In 1950 Harold Mott, Ollie’s son became the general 

manager and in 1956 the company changed its name to Nu-Way manufacturing it dropped the name “ Strech”.                                                                                                                           

Ollie died in 1959 and three years later his son decided it was time to stop manufacturing.  Nu-Way Manufactur-

ing was gone.                                                                                                                                                                                          

The cement block factory that Nu-Way started out in not only was the plier factory but after Nu-Way it was an 

automobile factory, Wolverine Company of Toledo, a division of the “ Pope Car”.  Then it was used by the road 

commission. It was located in the parking lot across from what is now the Dundee middle school. 

  

  

Trula Dettloff                                                                                                

Today this building is the David Arthur 

Building restored to it's original beauty. 

The three awnings are the clothing stores of  Ollie E. 

Mott and Wade H. Waring.  
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Do You remember these ? 
In 1947 The Dundee Reporter ran a series of pictures of children  that they called “Dundee Citizens of Tomorrow.“  

We don’t have all of the pictures in that series, but we are happy to share with you what we do have.  If you have 

any pictures of this series, would you please send a copy to the Old Mill Archives?  We would like your help to 

complete our collection.  If you have any information on the whereabouts of the citizens pictured below, we 

would appreciate that information also.  The pictures of the Children shown below are the second of a series to 

be published  in the Reporter.  We take great pleasure in introducing these Dundee citizens of Tomorrow.  I have 

separated the pictures and made them larger so they would be easier to view.  

Neil Remaklus                                  

3 1/2 Year old son of                          

Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Remaklus                

Dundee, Michigan 

Julia Ann Kipf                             

1 year old daughter of        

Mr. & Mrs. Albert A. Kipf 

Dundee, Michigan 

Christine  Kuzma                                    

1 1/2 year old daughter of  

Mr. & Mrs. John Kuzma 

Dundee, Michigan  

Robert Bowser                              

3 year old son of                        

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bowser 

Dundee, Michigan 

Michael Adams                                       

14 month old son of                                

Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Adams    

Dundee, Michigan 

Darlene Kopka                                       

2 1/2 year old daughter of                         

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Kopka  

Dundee, Michigan 

Researcher: Grace Hudson 
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Museum Calendar of  Events for 2022                                                 
Some of these events are in the planning stages.                                                             

We will provide information as it becomes available.   Volunteers needed 

Annual Christmas Workshop                               

with Mrs. Claus  December 11, 2022 

Eat lunch and frost your own cookie 

for dessert. Have your picture tak-

en with  Mrs. Claus and listen to a    

story.  Make fun crafts with              

Santa’s Elves. 

Free Lunch                                 

to registered fishermen. 

Trophies and Medals     

Awarded !!! 

  Bring your pole,               

Bring your bait                             

and fish along the                    

River Raisin! 

 

 

   The Old Mill will have their fantastic Trash and 

Treasure Sale during the Mayfly festival.                   

Donate your items to our cause.    Having 

a garage sale?   Donate your leftovers to 

the museum..     Just drop off your items 

at the museum on Friday, Saturday,      

Sunday or Monday from noon till 4:00 

Mayfly Music Festival 

June 17 and 18, 2022    9am - 5pm 

Halloween                        

Trick or Treat                   

IS Monday                                 

October 31, 2022 

amazingrace creation 

The Old Mill Archives is 

planning a fun history 

tour at Oak Grove    Ceme-

tery.     September 17, 

2022  Something you won’t want to miss!! 

 Old Mill Museum                                                     

Celebrating Ghost Hunt                              

Meet  & Greet                           
July 30, 2022      

November 12, 2022   
Para Fest    

   

Candlelight  Home Tour  

December 4, 2022 

4 

Annual Fishing Derby                                           

August 20, 2022           

4-16 Year Old 
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Arial view of the Old Mill and the River Raisin 

Dated October 9, 2011.   Photographer unknown 
Old Mill Museum                                                                                                                                                 

242 Toledo Street                                                  

Dundee, MI 48131                                                                                      

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                                     

Hours: Fri- Sat- Sun - Mon-                                   

Noon - 4:00 PM                                                          

ADMISSION FREE                                                                                  

E-mail: museum@dundeeoldmill.com                   

Web Site: www.dundeeoldmill.com                                                                                     

Web Master: Douglas Steinman                                                                                               

Newsletter Editor: Grace Hudson                               

E-mail: archives@dundeeoldmill.com                               

 
Trustee: Cinnie Burnett                                                                                                      

Trustee:  Doug Steinman                                                                    

Trustee: Tim Rehahn        

Trustee: Tanya Whittaker                                                                            

 

President: Helen Busz                                                                                                    

Vice President: Trula Dettloff                                                                                           

Secretary:  Diane Steinman                                                                                             

Treasure: Teresa Marino 

                                                  Archivist: Grace Hudson                                Curator: Randi Kominek      

Docents 

 Jane Beaubien, Helen Busz, Trula Dettloff, Michael McClendon  



6 


