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Director’s Corner: 
Going to the museum today, I noticed that the Raisin 

River was rising, with more rain in sight, and I started 

thinking back in time to Dundee’s spring and fall floods.  

One year stands out in my mind, September of 1981,   

which  was the year the Old Mill Restoration Committee 

began the slow work of cleaning and restoring the Old 

Mill. A week of on-again-off-again rainfall, culminating 

in heavy rain, pushed the River Raisin above flood stage 

on Sunday.  The swollen River Raisin slipped over the 

banks and roadways to reach its highest level in 25 

years in Dundee.  It was reported that as the river crest-

ed about midnight it had been rising faster than an inch 

per hour.  Many businesses and homes reported exten-

sive water damage.  The water level filled the basement 

of the Old Mill and reached 8 inches throughout the 

first floor.  I remember the DPW and Village volunteers 

scooping up shovels full of river dirt into wheelbarrows 

and loading it into the DPW dump truck to be discard-

ed.  Thankfully, the Old Mill restoration was just in be-

ginning stages and nothing was damaged.  Since that 

time, we have had a number of  floodings, but thankful-

ly not to the level of 1981.  Every spring and fall, during 

peak flood time, the museum staff and volunteers keep 

a sharp eye on that old Raisin River to make sure our 

collection of Dundee Area history is protected.   

If you would like to learn more about the area disasters, 

stop into the museum and visit the archives.  You will 

find fascinating history about the Dundee area. 
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 Look Who’s Talking…. By Dorothy Heinlen  
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It was summer time and the little village of Dundee was just settling in for a quiet afternoon.  

Two masked and armed men  entered the Monroe County bank. According to the  Detroit 

Free Press and other newspapers, the men forced the two clerks, Alice Kopka and   Alice Dai-

ly, the only employees in the bank at the time, into the vault. Then they began a hurried search, seizing all the cur-

rency they could find, about $8,000.00, before fleeing to a waiting car. The young women released themselves and 

issued an alarm. The robbers headed south.  Charles Kingsley, an inspector of truck loads for the state utilities com-

mission, noted the speeding car and gave pursuit. When the robbers abandoned the car and fled into the woods in 

Lambertville, Kingsley was able to tell officers which way they went. State police and county officers arrested John 

Reagan, 46, of Toledo and Glen Kratz, 42, of Lulu. Searching the 

woods, the car, and the robbers’ pockets the police recovered 

$5,925. They also discovered $1,250 in gold coins in the woods. The 

driver of the getaway car, Oscar Caton, 40, of Temperance, was ap-

prehended later. As a bonus, when officers searched a farm barn 

for the suspects in Lambertville, they came upon an operating still 

and arrested the owner, Walter Szynmanski and his son. The rob-

bery took place July 7, 1932 and on July 9 John Reagan pleaded 

guilty in Circuit Court. He explained that the three of them, Reagan, 

Kratz, and Caton, had planned the robbery a few days  earlier. Glen 

Kratz remained mute. Oscar Caton was still in the county jail 

awaiting arraignment. Bank officials worried that the robbery might 

have spooked depositors who could start a run on the bank. Their 

fears were unfounded when their loyal customers deposited $1,000 

dollars the next day, in amounts ranging from $10 to $300. The 

bank employees rested that week end.                                        

                                                                                                                                                             

History of Dundee Village banks.                                                                                                                                                         

The first known banking facility in the village was a private one owned by the Dixon family, which later became 

known as the Dundee State Bank.  This was located  at 129 Riley Street in the store 

of L. B. Smith, the year 1885.  Rivers Edge now occupies this building.  On Novem-

ber 12, 1890 the Monroe County Bank originated as a co-partnership with William 

Reeves, president; Charles Wilson, vice president; Thomas Barnes, cashier; and 

Mell Barnes, Orin Kelly, and William Whitmarsh as directors.  The bank was incor-

porated  on September 12, 1892, with the following elected as the directorate: Wil-

liam Reeves, president; C.F.E. Long, vice president; Thomas Barnes, cashier;  Mell 

Barnes, William Clute, B.J. Corbin, and M. J. Howe as directors.  The bank pros-

pered and in December, 1895 the board purchased the building at 145 Riley Street 

where it remained for some 75 years.  In 1931 after 41 years of steady growth the 

bank acquired the assets of Dundee State Savings Bank.  This building is now occupied by  Riverside Deli  owner Ray 

Gammo.                                                                            History of Dundee villages banks from Douglas Heinlen Collection.     

Village Bank Robbed 

Monroe County Bank before it was  

remodeled.  Below is a picture after 

it was remolded.  This is from the 

era where  the character of old 

buildings was destroyed to give it a 

modern look. 

Dorothy Heinlen     
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Do You remember these ? 
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In 1947 The Dundee Reporter ran a series of pictures of children  that they called “Dundee Citizens of Tomorrow.“  

We don’t have all of the pictures in that series, but we are happy to share with you what we do have.  If you have 

any pictures of this series, would you please send a copy to the Old Mill Archives?  We would like your help to 

complete our collection.  If you have any information on the whereabouts of the citizens pictured below, we 

would appreciate that information also.  This newspaper clipping did not have a month or day, only the year 1947 

was penciled in the corner.  I have separated the pictures and made them larger so they would be easier to view.  

 

Jimmy Speiker                                       

10 month old son of                            

Mr. & Mrs. E.TT Speiker  

Richard Grassley                                  

5 year old son of                               

Mr. & Mrs. E. P. Grassley 

Cheryl Stucker                                        

2 year old daughter of                                 

Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Stucker. 

Nancy Lou and Linda Kay  Dean       

4 month old twins daughters of   

Mr. & Mrs. R.C. Dean 

Lee Ann Toburen                                        

11 month daughter of                             

Mr. & Mrs. C.L. Toburen 

Billy Kirby                                                 

5 year old son of                                    

Mr. & Mrs. A.C. Kirby 

Researcher: Grace Hudson 
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Museum Calendar of  Events for 2022                                                 
Some of these events are in the planning stages.                                                             

We will provide information as it becomes available.   Volunteers needed 

Annual Christmas Workshop                               

with Mrs. Claus  December 11, 2022 

Eat lunch and frost your own cookie 

for dessert. Have your picture tak-

en with  Mrs. Claus and listen to a    

story.  Make fun crafts with              

Santa’s Elves. 

Annual Fishing Derby                                           

August 20, 2022                                                             

3-16 Year Old                                                                    

FREE T- Shirt for fishing kids registered 

by deadline.  Trophies and Medals Awarded                        

Bring your pole and bait and fish along            

the River Raisin!   

 

   The Old Mill will have their fantastic Trash and 

Treasure Sale during the May Fly festival.  Donate your 

items to our cause.   We do 

not accept clothing, large 

furniture or appliances.  

Having a garage sale?        

Donate your leftovers to 

the museum..   Just drop 

off your items to the      

museum on Friday,         

Saturday, Sunday or    

Monday from 12:00 noon till 4:00 pm. 

Mayfly Music Festival  

June 17 and 18, 2022 

Annual Lunch with the  Easter Bunny            

April 3, 2022                                                                                                     

Lunch will be served first.                  

Then time for free pictures  with 

the  Easter Bunny.                                                                          

Hunt for eggs filled with candy,                                                                                                                         

Find a special egg and win a special prize. 

Euchre Tournament      

April 9, 2022 

Halloween                        

Trick or Treat                   

Monday                                 

October 31, 2022 

amazingracecreation 

The Old Mill Archives is 

planning a fun history tour 

at Oak Grove Cemetery.               

September 17,2022  

Something you won’t want to miss!! 

 Old Mill Museum                                                     

Celebrating Ghost Hunt                              

Meet  & Greet July 30, 2022      

November 12, 2022   
Para Fest    

   

Cash Prizes & Drawings             

Dinner immediately following. 

Candlelight  Home Tour  

December 4, 2022 
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