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Shirley Massingill 

The Director’s Corner  

         2021 was a strange year for the Old Mill           

Museum. As we restarted our  activities we 

found that workshops and children’s walk 

through  activities were popular and well 

attended.  We were also surprised that the 

attendance in the museum was up with 2983 

registered  visitors.   Add in the non-register 

visitors and we had a great year. We had visitors from all over 

the US, Canada and foreign countries. Visitors  were very im-

pressed with the museum grading us as one of the top museums 

they had visited.   In 2021 the Old Mill was awarded two grants.  

One for two display cases to protect the wedding dress on the 

third floor and the mourning dress in the parlor on the second 

floor. The second grant was for a security camera  system for all 

three floors of the museum.  The Old Village Jail display outside 

of the museum has been very popular with our visitors and many 

who are just passing by.   

As 2022 started we welcomed a new tour guide, Michael McClen-

don.  Mike is great to work with and an asset to our staff.  If you 

have not met him stop in on Friday’s and say hello.  Since the 

craft workshops were so popular last year, we are adding them 

to our list of monthly events. Starting on March 26, 2022 the 

hands on workshop will be Ukrainian Pysanky, Ukrainian deco-

rated Easter eggs.   If you have any idea for event or activity for 

2022  give us a call. Better yet bring an idea and volunteer to help 

with the activity/event. 

Old Mill Museum                                                                                                                                                 

242 Toledo Street                                               

Dundee, MI 48131                                                                                      

Phone  734-529-8596                                                                                                                     

Hours: Fri- Sat- Sun - Mon-                                   

Noon - 4:00 PM                                                           

In Memory  
It saddens us to inform the Old Mill Muse-

um’s membership and 

friends of the death of     

Vaughn Massingill.  

Vaughn passed away on 

December 3, 2021 at St. 

Joseph Hospital in Ann  

Arbor, MI.  Vaughn was a 

business owner, Village council member 

and a member of the Old Mill Restoration 

Committee/ HPSD for forty years.  Vaughn 

gave freely of his time to the museum as an 

event volunteer and with his mechanical 

and woodworking skills. Through the years  

he designed and built storage and display 

cases throughout the museum.  He would 

shake his head and smile when Sara Alexin, 

Grace Hudson or Shirley Massingill called 

him and said I’ve been thinking.  He knew 

they had a project lined up for him to do.  

Vaughn will be greatly missed by his 

friends and family.   Our Deepest sympathy 

to Shirley and her family.   

                          The Old Mill Museum Staff 
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 Focusing on the Archives……. Dundee Cheese Factory                                                                                                        

 

Assistant Archivist                                                                                                                                                    

Trula Dettloff  

 I’ll bet that you didn’t know in the early 1800’s Cornelius Wilkerson and Daniel Curtis operated a cheese factory 

on land adjacent to the Old Mill Museum. It was located in the back part where the park is now.  

Along the river large quantities of the very best cheese was made here each season at the highest market prices 

and sometimes for a “little more”.  

During the summer farmers brought their milk to the factory to be made into cheese. And in the winter, the 

cheese was divided according to the amount received from each farmer. The farmers could sell their cheese to 

neighbors and local grocery merchants.   The cheese was made into big “wheel” rounds. It was wrapped into 

cheese cloth with paraffin and shipped in wooden boxes. The cheese was such high quality there was always a 

standing order for it from  “The White House”.  This story was from “ Days Gone By” ,  article written by Marge 

Busz . August 11th 1988 and published in the Independent.    

Editor’s Note:  We have researched many times trying to find out who the president was that ordered the cheese.  

We have found nothing with a date to support any particular president. The cheese factory was in operation in the 

1800’s and into the 1900’s.   We have a picture of the cheese factory on a  post card that has a ca. date of 1903.   

President Theodore Roosevelt was in office at this time.  We  don’t have any  close-up pictures of the cheese fac-

tory, if anyone has documented items on which president may have ordered the cheese or any stories  or pictures  

of the cheese factory we would appreciate you sharing them with the museum. 

This picture shows the Old Mill in relation to the Cheese Factory                                                            

Notice on the right side of the picture the men in boats and the gentlemen standing on the stone pillar. 

2 



3 

  

       

 

 

 

   

Do You remember these ? 
Ritter’s Shoe 

store 

Kyper Building Name   

Edison 

Coffee Cup-

Craft Shop 

Kay’s Furni-

Haney’s 5 cents 

to a $1.00 store  
Post Office 
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Tecumseh Street  We have  been unable to identify the first parked car in the picture, but the 2nd is a 59 Plym-

outh, a  61 Ford,  and a 59 Pontiac convertible.  So this picture was taken some time in the early sixty's.  The 

Coffee Cup is at the very end of the street along with a craft shop (name unknown) both burned 24 August 1982.   

They were the last two wooden structures that surrounded the Triangle.  The property is  now a parking lot.   For-

ward sixty two years, and the street has changed completely.  With the Coffee Cup and the craft shop gone the 

first store is 138 Tecumseh Street,  Kay’s Furniture, which is now River of Life Church;  Kay’s furniture is also in the 

same building as  136  Detroit Edison.  Edison customers could come in and exchange burned out light bulbs for 

new ones “for free!”   The  building was known as  the Kyper building , it was built by Mr. Moser for his undertak-

ing and furniture business, but it became known by his successor Kyper Funeral Home. If you look to the top of 

the building you can see where the name was originally, but it was painted out when Harold Moon bought the 

building.   Today it is also River of Life Church.   The  block of brick buildings was known as the Scranton block.,  

Haney’s 5 cents to $1.00 store, was in 130 & 124  today we see Seegert & Seegert Financial Advisors in 130.  It was 

also home of Subway sandwiches.   D & P Communications is in 124, yesteryear it was the Herb Depot, owners 

were Judy Labun and Rose Gorrell.  In 120 you see Ritter’s Shoe store .  Ritter sold the shoe store to Naomi Kohl-

man who continued Ritter’s shoes and put in a line clothing till 1970, Village Gift and Flower Shop came in 1976 

and stayed till 1989. At the present time the building is being renovated and a new business is on the horizon.  

116 is also under going renovations and is empty at the present time.  It was the 3rd. home to the US Post office 

till about 1965.  The Dundee Bank was also located there.   When the Village purchased the building they donated 

the bank vault to the Old Mill Museum and it is displayed on the first floor of the museum.   112  Stanger Drugs 

came on the street  about 1896, Schiele Drug store bought Stranger in 1936, Reifert Hallmark came in 1976 till 

1989.  Cella-Mar Beauty Shop bought the building in 1997 and is there today. Note: Found a record that  there 

was a hole in the sidewalk in front of every store for them to display a flag or a Christmas tree.  Next time your’re 

in town look for them  to see if they are still there.                                                                                                                                                                        

Researcher: Grace Hudson                 Source: Douglas Heinlen Around the Triangle in Dundee.  Other Archive data. 
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Museum Calendar of  Events for 2022                                                            These 

events are in the planning stages.                                             We will provide information 

as soon as it becomes available.  

Annual Christmas Workshop                               

with Mrs. Claus  December 11, 2022 

Eat lunch and frost your own cookie 

for dessert. Have your picture tak-

en with  Mrs. Claus and listen to a    

story.  Make fun crafts with              

Santa’s Elves. 

Annual Fishing Derby                                           

August 20, 2022                                                             

3-16 Year Old                                                                    

FREE T- Shirt for fishing kids registered 

by deadline.  Trophies and Medals Awarded                        

Bring your pole and bait and fish along            

the River Raisin!   

May ?, 2022                    
Dinner Theater  

The Old Mill will have their fantastic Trash and Treasure Sale 

during the festival.  Donate your items to our cause.   We do 

not accept clothing or large furniture or appliances.  Having a 

garage sale?  Donate your leftovers to the museum..   

Mayfly Music Festival  

June 17 and 18, 2022 

Annual Lunch with the  Easter Bunny            

April 3, 2022                                                                                                     

Lunch will be served first.                  

Then time for free pictures  with the  

Easter Bunny.                                                                          

Hunt for eggs filled with candy,                                                                                                                         

Find a special egg and win a special prize. 

Euchre Tournament      

April 9, 2022 

Halloween                        

Trick or Treat                   

Monday                                 

October 31, 2022 
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The Old Mill Archives is 

planning a fun history tour 

at Oak Grove Cemetery.               

September 17,2022  

Something you won’t want to miss!! 

March 26, 2022   Ukrainian Pysanky,                                                         

Ukrainian decorated Easter eggs.                                                          

Instructor:                                   

Connie Bohatch  

You will make a                   

decorated egg.  

Time: 1:00 pm 

 Old Mill Museum                                                     

Celebrating Ghost Hunt                              

Meet  & Greet July 30, 2022      

November 12, 2022   Para 
Fest    

   

Cash Prizes & Drawings  

Candlelight  Home Tour  

December 4, 2022 
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