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Some of the Halloween Visitors
to the Old Mill Museum
Oct 31, 2021

Old Mill Museum
242 Toledo Street
Dundee, MI 48131
Phone 734-529-8596
Hours: Fri- Sat- Sun - MonNoon - 4:00 PM
ADMISSION FREE
E -mail: museum@dundeeoldmill.com
Web Site: www.dundeeoldmill.com
Web Master Douglas Steinman
Newsletter Editor Grace Hudson
E-mail: archives@dundeeoldmill.com
President: Helen Busz
Vice President: Trula Dettloff
Secretary: Diane Steinman
Treasure: Teresa Marino
Trustee: Tanya Whittaker
Trustee: Doug Steinman
Trustee: Cinnie Burnett
Trustee: Tim Rehahn
Archivist: Randi Kominek
Curator: Grace Hudson

Our Halloween Guides
Helen Busz,
Trula Dettloff
And Jane Beaubien.
We had 129
little visitors..

Pictures
courtesy of
Trula Dettloff,
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Holiday Greetings from Businesses of the past.. How Many do you remember?
What Business is there now? Answers page 3

2
3

Kids watched for this
Bulletin in the paper.
Santa was started in Dundee in 1943 by Mrs. Verne
Bowman (Ethel), she bought the first suit from the
Sears Roebuck catalogue and her husband was the
first Santa. He did a few children in the neighborhood and would call on others at their home by request. Clarence Rod asked Mrs. Bowman if she
would make a new Santa outfit for the fire department, so she used her Santa outfit for a pattern. The
Fireman first used the band stand, but it was so
crowded. Then they brought a large farm wagon
into town. In 1960 it was very cold so they decided
to have it at the Fire Hall and it has been there ever
since. Santa was always brought into town in a
sleigh pulled by a big horse. The fire siren would go
off at 7:00 pm; that was the signal that Santa was
2

on his way. The children would
be so excited they would make
a dash from the line to the
window to see him and as soon
as he came in and said
HO, HO, HO, they would get
back2 in line as if they never

left their place. Each kid
received a brown bag containing peanuts, hard candy
and an apple. The Firemen
will have Santa again this
year at the new fire hall.
The Santa suit was used for
many years and then was
given to Marge Busz who
donated it to the Old Mill
museum. The suit will be on
display in the Busz room
during the month of Dec.
Stop by for a glimpse of the
past and share your memories with your children. G.H.

Look Who’s Talking…. By Dorothy Heinlen

The Churches on Riley St.
There are three church buildings, two of which have changed congregations. The Methodist congregation
is the oldest in Dundee. It was formed in 1826 and held its first class in 1828. This was at a time when fewer than 11 families lived in Dundee and the Macon Indian Reservation had just been ceded to the government. For many years the little congregation was served by circuit riders. Early members included Cornelius Wilkerson, Miles and Jane Moore, Enos and Betsy Kent, Ebenezer and Eliza Lockwood, and David
and Emiline Curtis. They built a parsonage at 231 Monroe Street, possibly Dundee’s oldest surviving
house, and a frame church was built in 1842 on the north side of Monroe Street near Oak Street. Lightening damaged the church so services were held for a time in the Congregational and Baptist churches.
In 1864 the congregation bought
land on Riley Street and began
construction. A severe storm
knocked the shell down, but the
congregation persevered. The
church was built using local
bricks from the Gee brickyard. In
1880 the home across the street
was bought for a parsonage. In
1895, a year after electricity became available in Dundee, electric lights were installed in the
church but members claimed
they were too dim. Balking at
paying more for stronger lighting, the congregation had the
electricity taken out and returned
to oil lamps. In 1902 electricity
was again installed.
In 1932 the congregation received a substantial bequest
which allowed them to make significant additions, especially to their Sunday School facilities. In 1938 the church held a centennial service. For this occasion, Judson Van de Venter wrote a special hymn, “Fond Memories” which was never
put to music. Mr. Van de Venter’s best-known hymn is “I Surrender All.” He was raised in the Methodist
church and became involved in evangelistic meetings in his church. Giving up his art career, which occasioned his penning of “I Surrender All,” he became a full-time evangelist who influenced Dr. Billy Graham.
Dr. Graham noted we “often gathered in his winter home...for an evening of fellowship and singing.”

From 1954 until 1963, under various pastors, the church discussed building a new home to house the
growing congregation. With Rev. Walter Damberg as pastor, the congregation finally bought land on the
south side of the River Raisin and began construction of a new church building, eventually selling the Riley Street building to the Baptists, but retaining the ownership of the bell.
Answers to the ads

1. River of Life Church
2. Twigs & Twine
3. Bricktown Restaurant
4.Swan Creek Candle

5. empty/River of Life Church

6. Gerweck Real Estate
7. Uncle Lyles
8. Parking Lot
9. Swan Creek Candle

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year.
From everyone at
the Old Mill Museum
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Become A Member

Calendar of Events

Place: Busz Room Old Mill Museum.

The Historical Preservation Society of Dundee Old Mill
Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation of Dundee area history. All proceeds received from dues, donations and fund-raising projects
are used for the preservation of the Old Mill Museum.
Without faithful members and volunteers the HPSD
would be unable to continue with the preservation of
local history, special exhibits, historical research, public, private and school tours. If you are interested in
becoming a museum member and/or a volunteer, we
would love to have you join us. There a number of
ways to provide your talents to the museum, assisting
with special events, decorating for holidays, changing
exhibits, working in the gift shop, computer entry and
serving as a tour guide are a few. Whatever your
talents we will put them to good use. Your membership enables you to receive our electronic newsletters,
The Grist Grinder, which will keep you informed of the
date and time of special events and activities that
take place throughout the year. All paid memberships
are valid through December 31 of the year purchased
and may be renewed the following year. If you would
like more information please call 734-529-8596 or visit
our website. The Historical Preservation Society of
Dundee meets the first Monday of each month at 7:00
pm in the Old Mill Marjorie E. Busz Conference Room.
Keep History Alive with your generous support of the
Old Mill Museum.

Instructor Gail Dermanelian

Membership Form 2022

All material furnished
You will take home a 24” Christmas Wreath.
Reservation Required for classes:
call 517-425-8497 .
Light Refreshments will be served.

Time to renew your membership.
Form available on our web site:

Christmas Cookie
Decorating Class
Nov 30th at 7:00 PM
Kristina Cassidy Instructor.
No previous skill needed.
All supplies furnished, plus
12 cut out sugar cookies are included in class cost.
Bring your children to join the fun, just share your
kit with them for no extra charge.
Cost: $30.00 Per Person
Where: Old Mill Museum Busz Room
Reservations a must, Call 517-425-8497

Santa’s Workshop
Have lunch with Mrs. Claus
December 5, 2021 Doors open at 12:00
Lunch at 12:30 Adults $5.00 Children Free.
Crafts with Santa’s Elves
Listen to Stories read by Mrs. Claus.
Reservations Requested call the museum
734-529-8596

Christmas Wreath Class
Tuesday December 7, 2021
Time: 7:00

Cost $35.00

Here’s the Link:
https://dundeeoldmill.com/index.php/membership/

December 14, 2021 at 7 PM.
Old Mill Busz Room
Class fee: $20.00
Make you Reservation
before Dec 12th.
Call: 517-425-8497
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amazingracecreation

Christmas Gnome Class with Sherry Patton

