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In the spring of 1968, the doors of the Rea Church were closed and the property sold to
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sweigert. They had the church bell removed before the church was
torn down in 1976. When Margaret Fisk heard the bell was to be sold to a dealer, many
memories returned and thoughts of 4 generations of her family that had attended that
church. The bell was the only part of the
church that remained as a green lawn and a
pine tree stand where the church once stood.
Mrs. Fisk started seeking donations to purchase
the bell and have it placed in the Dundee Old
Mill Museum.

People who donated money to purchase the bell
were: Clayton & Peggy Addy, Walt & Madelyn
Berns, Kenneth & Margaret Bird, Emma Brock-
man, Richard & Luella Chatter, Wayne & Ellen
Collar, Ron & Judith Cowen, Vic & Debbie
DeBruyne, Alice & Eleanor Eyler, Gerald & Eve-
lyn Eyler, Robert Eyler & family, Hilda
Fairchild, David Fisk & family, Douglas Fisk,
Lorain & Margaret Fisk, Maurice & Elizabeth
Gamboe, Alverta Good, David & Sandy Gosset,
Earlin & Jean Grassley, Tom & Bertha Harland,
Alice, Genevieve & Harold Haystead, Clarence &
Margaret Hiser, Larry & Shirley Houpt, Russell
& Margaret Houpt, Paul & Donna lott, Roberta
Kroeger, Mabel Laskey, Roy, Norma & Gary
Mansfield, Joyce Norgalis, Helen Pilbeam, Richard & Florine Purkey, Fred & Alice Ran-

dall, Rea Friendship Club, Walter & Virginia Riley, David & Estella Robinson, Mrs. & Mrs.

Durell Scott, Ray Shough, Duane & Betty Steele,
Jack & Delores Stuff, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Swel-
gert, Donna Weber, and Thurman, Carol, Lois &
Dale Weich.

Members of the community who contributed

fll time and skills to the restoration of the bell

were: Mike Yeck, Roy Jessie, George Salenbien,

Larry Houpt, George Croitori, Dale McDonnell,

Dave Siler, Dale Ziesmer, Walter Berns, Al

DeSmith, Russ Ellis, Bill Jackson, Don Mathis,

; _— Paul Goetz, Don Rowe, and Leon Polter. The
B P \ Rea Methodist Church Bell was saved and is

now hanging on the third floor of the Dundee Old Mill Museum. There is an elevator for

easy access. A rope hanging to the first and second floor allows you to make the bell

ring. The bell weighs 685 Ibs.
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